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Congratulations to Professor Bridie Kent 

C ongratulations to Bridie Kent who at the 41
st
 Biennial Convention of 

the Sigma Theta Tau International Honor Society of Nursing in 

Grapevine Texas received the Capstone International Nursing Book 

Award. Bridieôs book which she edited with Brendan Mc Cormack is enti-

tled    Clinical Context for Evidenced ïBased Nursing Practice.   

 Bridie Kent gained a PhD in Nursing in 1998 and, in 2001, was awarded 

an Honorary Teaching Fellowship for Excellence in Teaching by the Uni-

versity of Wales, Bangor. She has held both clinical and academic ap-

pointments, resulting in extensive experience in quality improvement, 

practice change and health services education and research, including 

more than 15 yearsô experience in the field of critical care. For the last 13 

years, Bridie has played a leading role in evidence-based practice uptake 

and implementation in the UK, New Zealand and Australia. Her research 

interests focus on knowledge, translation and practice improvement, pri-

marily in acute care settings. She is the director of the Deakin Centre for 

Quality and Risk Management in Healthcare, part of the Joanna Briggs 

International Collaboration and Chair of Eastern Health Human Research 

Ethics Committee 

John Uren 

Parish People 
 

Welcome to the new members of our community 

 Isobel Tess Fraser ...................   daughter of Mark and Nadine 

 Georgia May Kelly ...................  daughter of Patrick and Michelle 

 Patrick Xavier Maddocks ...................   son of Damian and Elizabeth 

 Ephan Samuel Duarte ...................  son of Angelo and Jennifer 

 Abbey Mai Montgomerie ...................  daughter of Michael and Catlin 

 Samuel Robert Montgomerie ...................  son of Michael and Catlin 

 Matthew Joel Montgomerie ...................  son of Michael and Catlin 

 Angela Brooklyn Denness LaGalle ...................  daughter of Nicholas and Kirsty Lee 

 Joshua Patrick Mithen ...................  son of Gerard and Sarah 

 Odette Suzanne Kelly ...................   daughter of Michael and Marcelle 

 

Congratulations on the recent marriage of: 

Simon James Ryan and  Natalie Maria Batich 

Leigh Jarvis and Chira Ratlongmuang 

 

We express our sorrow on the death of the following parishioners: 

  William James Gleeson ...................  husband of Jillian Gleeson 

 Vonda Tillig  ..................  mother of Vonda, Brian, Connell, Peter and Paul 

 Aileen Margaret Kelly ...................  .wife of Paul Grundy mother of Tamsen, David, Joseph & Frank.  
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Vonda Tillig Born : 11/1/1929 RIP: 17/10/2011  
Vonda Tillig was the first-born in her family, at the Royal Womenôs Hospital.   

She lived on a small dairy farm at Beeac, a small town 15 kilometers north of    

Colac.  She  was gifted at sewing and eventually worked at Myer Melbourne.  

 Laurie, her husband was from Port Melbourne and was seven years her senior. 

Vonda was a committed Catholic and her faith supported her through many a 

hardship.  She had six children ï four sons and two daughters.  

Peter in the Eulogy identified four qualities that characterised Vondaôs life: 

1.       Leadership in a quiet way.   She was the backbone of the family 

2.       Participation :  She was a dedicated member of Alanon, the Carmelite 

Third Order, the St Thomasô Retirement Village and other Parishes of which she 

was a part. 

3.       Her Faith , which was simple and strong despite the challenges. 

4.       Resilience, a strength of character that helped her manage lifeôs difficul-

ties. 

Vonda worked hard to provide additional financial support to her family.   She 

loved her children unconditionally and was open-minded and supportive even 

when they made choices of which she did not approve.  She was indeed a valiant woman and will be much missed by 

all.    

 May she rest in peace.            Sr Margaret Burchell 

Aileen Margaret Kelly 19/4/1939ñ24/10/2011 

Aileen Margaret Kelly was born in England on the 19th April 1939.  She 

was a gifted child and sensitive to small details.  She loved nature and she 

could read before she went to school.  Eventually, she ended up at Cam-

bridge University where she met Paul Grundy who was to become her hus-

band of 50 years.  Paul was just about to graduate with his Ph.D in Engi-

neering.  Once they came back to Australia,  Aileen was challenged to live 

with flies, insects, snakes, mosquitoes and other discomfort such as the 

heat.  She did cope.   

Paul told us that ñit was not easy to live with Aileen.  She was easily bruised 

and bled ï but was not subdued. I treasured every moment.ò  Her sensory 

perceptiveness was not her only gift.   Aileen loved childrenôs literature, was 

dedicated to  sharing her poetry, for which she won many   prizes.  She was 

a dedicated teacher at the Council of Adult Education in writing and appre-

ciation of literature. She had also been involved in the campaign against 

drug abuse.  Aileen and Paul had been members of the St Thomasô Parish 

for 34 years and she was probably our very best reader.  She will be greatly 

missed.  May she rest in peace.        Sr. Margaret Burchell 

  Congratulations to Dympna and Alan Lodge 

50th Wedding Anniversary 
 

A lan and Dympna Lodge celebrated their 50th Wedding anniversary in September. Their five children 

organized a memorable weekend at Queenscliff. A ñCelebration of Memoriesò was enjoyed by all 

including their eight grandchildren.  

Alan and Dympna then holidayed for a few weeks, staying at remote areas in New South Wales and Victo-

ria relaxing in the remote peacefulness and beauty of nature.  

Obituaries 
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Christmas Cards 
 

I have a list of people I know all written in a book.  

And every year at Christmas time, I go and take a look.  

And that is when I realize that these names are a part..  

Not of the book Iôve written in, but of my very heart.  

For each name stands for someone who has crossed my path some time, 

And in that meeting theyôve become the rhythm in each rhyme. 

And while it sounds fantastic for me to make this claim,  

I really feel that Iôm composed of each remembered name.  

And while you may not be aware of any special link 

Just meeting you has changed my life , and a lot more than you think.  

For once Iôve met somebody , the years cannot erase 

The memory of a pleasant word or of a friendly face.  

So never think my Christmas Cards are just a mere routine 

Of names on a Christmas list, forgotten in between.  

For when I send a Christmas Card that is addressed to you, 

Itôs because you are on the list of those I am indebted to. 

For I am the total of the many I have met  

And you happen to be one of those I prefer not to forget.  

And whether I have known you for many years or a few,  

In some way you have been a part of shaping things I do.  

And every year when Christmas comes I realize anew  

The best gift I can offer is meeting those like you.  

And may the spirit of Christmas that forever endures,  

Leave the richest blessings in the hearts of you and yours. 

(Anon) 
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Christmas Eve 

6:30 pm Childrenôs Mass 

9:00 pm  Mass  

11:30 pm Carols followed by  

12:00 pm Midnight Mass  

Christmas Day 

9:30 am Christmas Day Mass  

No 5.00pm Mass on Christmas Day  

Christmas Mass Times 

Reconciliation 2nd Rite 
Tuesday 20th December 7:30pm 

The Person of Jesus. 
 

T he Church is not here to place burdens on the shoulders of humankind, and 

she does not offer some sort of moral system.  The really crucial thing is that 

the Church offers Him.ò 

I came across this quotation in a reputable Catholic magazine and was struck by the 

radicalness of the Statement - ñThe Church does not offer some sort of moral sys-

temò.  So I then looked to see who had made the statement and was surprised to 

learn that it is a quotation of Pope Benedict. 

What Pope Benedict was saying (I would interpret) is that a personal relationship with 

God is the Churchôs first and highest priority and the moral system less important, and 

helpful only in assisting with us understanding the person of Jesus, that is, furthering 

our relationship with him. 

And that leads me to a catchy, but also very true apprehension of what Christmas is 

all about.  I saw this view on a car sticker which read ñChristmas is a PERSON not a 

PARCELò. 

So, in this coming Christmas season, it 

behoves us to focus on the person of Je-

sus. 

 I wonder whether reading a few lines of 

the Gospel each day and reflecting on it 

from the point of view of this question ï 

ñWhat kind of a person is Jesus?ò ï    

would promote an enriched appreciation 

of his character and goodness.               

             Fr. Chris Murphy. MSC 

ñ 
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Advent Lecture Series 

Tues. 8th Nov. Mr Gavin Dufty -òChanges in Cost of Livingó  

Manager of Policy and Research St Vincent de Paul Society. 

G avin is currently employed as the manager of policy and research at St Vincent 

de Paul Society, Victoria. He has worked in the community welfare sector repre-

senting consumers in the area of energy and water policy for over 18 years and has 

produced a number or reports on energy and water pricing and associated market de-

velopments. As well as this, he has been a representative of a number of industry and 

government committees associated with energy policy.  In 2001 Gavin received a cen-

tennial medal for services to the community  

 Gavin gave us an enlightening perspective on Government benefits for the disadvan-

taged and for those on fixed incomes. The usual formulae for indexing these benefits 

are tied to the Consumer Price Index (CPI). The assumption being that the CPI is a 

measure of the cost of living for those receiving Government benefits.  

In fact, when we analyse the particular factors which influence the cost of living, for 

instance, in the case of a single mother with two children or in the case of an average 

pensioner, the percentage yearly increments in their cost of living are much greater 

than the percentage rise in the CPI. 

There is even a significant difference in the escalating cost of living between pensioners with their own house and car 

and those pensioners in rental accommodation and relying on public transport.  

Gavinôs thesis is that, while the CPI may have some use as an exercise in economics on a broad scale, it has little rele-

vance in determining Government benefits.  These benefits must relate to the individual circumstances of the benefici-

aries. He has made recommendations to various Government instrumentalities to that effect.   

Tues.15th Nov. Mrs Jeanette Moody - òCommunity Based Palliative Careó 

Chief Executive Officer.    Eastern Palliative Care 

W e were very fortunate to have Jeanette Moody, the CEO of Eastern Palliative 

Care (EPC) as our second Advent speaker. Jeanette was born in Ireland and 

came to Australia in 1966. Her 35 year nursing career included several hospital, pallia-

tive and aged care institutions before coming to EPC.  

The W.H.O definition of Palliative Care is ñspecialist care provided for all people 

living with, and dying from a terminal condition and for whom the primary 

goal is quality of life.ò It includes symptom management, spiritual support, counsel-

ling and emotional support, practical support including volunteers and planning for end 

of life care. It was refreshing that Jeanette made the point that euphemisms like 

ñpassing away ñ or ñpassing onò were not in her vocabulary in facing up to the reality of 

dying and death. 

Eastern Palliative Care was formed through the amalgamation of four palliative care 

organizations; Melbourne Eastern Palliative Care (MEPCA), The Sisters of Charity, The 

Order of Malta, and Outer Eastern Palliative Care. MEPCA was inaugurated about 25 

years ago within our own parish. St Thomasô Caring Group together with the Baptist 

and Anglican Churches combined to establish this new association and several of our parishioners contributed to its 

success. But it was only when amalgamation occurred that Government funding became available and now EPC is the 

biggest palliative care organization in Victoria offering free service to an area from the Yarra River to the Yarra Ranges. 

It covers a population of 1.1m people. It has 120 staff including Nurses, Social Workers, Pastoral Workers, Art, Music 

and Massage therapists.  Medical services include 55 Nurses, 3 Specialist Physicians and 1 Registrar.  

Clients are assessed by a Priority Assessment Team and Jeanette stressed that everyone should not only have a Legal 

Will and Medical Power of Attorney but also an understanding of the options available with respect to the quality of 

care at the end of life (e.g. Home, Hospital, Hospice and Nursing Home). For all of us it is very important to tell the 

people around us about our wishes. Jeanette certainly broadened our knowledge of this very successful pastoral enter-

prise on our very own doorstep.                 John Uren  
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Tues.22nd Nov. Fr. Peter Malone MSC 

 òJesus Proclaimed by all the Prophets The old 

Testament preparing the way for Jesus.ó 

F rom 1972 Fr.Peter Malone taught at the Yarra Theological Union, Mel-

bourne, as well as being on the staff of the National Pastoral Institute 

and The Heart of Life Spirituality Centre, also in Melbourne.In 1989 he was 

elected President of OCIC Pacific (The International Catholic Organisation 

for Cinema) and was elected world president in 1998.  When OCIC and 

Unda (the Churchôs organisation for Radio and Television) merged as 

SIGNIS (The World Catholic Association for Communication) in 2001, he was 

elected the first president.  

He was editor of Compass Theology Review from 1971-1998. He has written 

on theology, spirituality and cinema, especially Lights Camera Faith, the series called A Movie Lectionary. 

 Fr. Peterôs take on Advent focused on the person of Mary the Mother of God as being totally consistent with our under-

standing of the Old Testament Prophets. Israelôs prophets were tasked with bringing Godôs word into their world often 

at times of crisis. Isaiah had to deal with the Assyrian invasion. Jeremiah and Ezekiel dealt with the Babylonian captiv-

ity. Somehow they had to equate their circumstances with the promise of Yahwehôs fidelity. Often the prophets were 

very hesitant, even obdurate in their refusal to accept Godôs call. But they were persuaded by the power of the word 

and the promise of fidelity.  

How does Mary fit into this prophetic mode? She certainly was called in the Gospel of Luke to a unique vocation.         

In Lk.1:26 -38 the angel Gabriel calls her, reassures her and gives her a sign of authenticity. Maryôs response is ñLet it 

be with me according to your word.ò 

In her very being the word of God became incarnate. And isnôt this what Israel's prophets did? They brought forth 

Godôs word into the world. Like the prophets, she was a reluctant candidate. Like the prophets, she was obedient to 

Godôs call and placed her whole life in Godôs care, confident in divine fidelity. 

When we talk of Advent, Mary was the personification of Advent in her pregnancy preparing the way of the Lord.  

Fr. Peter illustrated his understanding of Mary as prophet with reference to various examples taken from the world of 

Cinema to give us a very rounded picture of Maryôs Advent experience.   

John Uren  

 

Are you moving? 
To keep our parish records up to date, would you kindly notify the parish office IF you 

are leaving OR have just arrived in our parish. 

Name: 

Phone: 

Address:         

Please tear out this  section and put it on the collection plate or take it to the Parish Of-

fice during the week.  
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Springtime Fair 2011 ð More Rides, More Fun! 
On Saturday 22nd October the St. Thomasô community once again gathered for the famous 

Spring Fair ï but unfortunately the lunchtime rains kept some inside for the first hour or 

two. However, the enthusiasm of those that were there for the 12.00pm kick off was not 

dampened with many of the younger crowd eager to be the first on our new ride ï the Mu-

sic Trip!  Despite the rain we still had a very successful day with the crowd swelling during 

the afternoon to enjoy the benefits of the hard work of so many families and parishioners. It 

is a huge task to run such an event and the reliance on volunteers is essential, so Peter Ciar-

dulli and Alison Francis are most appreciative of those who did so much to ensure the day 

was enjoyable for so many.  

It is always exciting for the kids at St. Thomasô to see the marquee go up on the Thursday ï 

it means the day is nearly here! From this moment on Jamie OôShannassy and his set up 

crew go into action and get everything in place until the Fair is opened at 12.00pm. The last 

few hours are so hectic with the parish and school community working frantically to ensure 

that their stalls are well stocked, that there is plenty of food to eat and that bargains are 

available for everyone! 

Well before opening time the bargain hunters were out checking what was available ï par-

ticularly in the very popular White Elephant stall. If not they were searching through the 2 nd 

Hand Clothes or looking for a good read in the Book Stall. Finding the Plant Stall in the new 

location was a challenge for some but once they were there they had an enormous array of 

plants to choose from. As usual everyone who passed through the marquee was drawn in by 

the smells from the BBQ and Souvlaki stalls. Of course, the kids also swarmed to enjoy the 

Hot Dogs and Hot Chips. Those after a more healthy option could not resist the selection of 

sushi available from the Cravinô Asian stall (or they went for the Dim Sims ï yum!).  

There was plenty for the kids to enjoy with some opting for a Harley Ride, while the more 

sedate (and younger) took a pony ride. They would then dash for another go on the Music 

Trip or the Cha Cha, or the jumping castle for the younger ones, before heading back to the 

hall to buy some toys. When they went to the back of the school grounds there was plenty 

to do with the Giant Shark Slide proving popular. Others raced on Formula 1 cars, played the 

laughing clowns, had their faces painted, decorated themselves with tattoos, found out that 

the Jars were in fact very óLuckyô or had some quiet time cuddling a furry animal in the  

nursery. The creative ones built some 

very imaginative structures at the 

Woodwork Trailer. Of course, there 

was also enough choice for those with 

a sweet tooth as they moved between 

the Lolly stand, Ice Cream van and 

Fairy Floss table. The cooler weather 

did not diminish the sales of Sno 

Cones. 

Back in the hall they found more 

sweets with the school staff doing a 

great job keeping the enthusiasts at 
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bay on the Chocolate Throw. Once inside the 

bargain shoppers found the ever popular Pre-

serves and Cake Stalls. For some quiet relief 

many took advantage of the wonderful service 

to allow them to enjoy a Devonshire Tea. Many 

were drawn to the brand new Tie -die shirts and 

cosmetic jewellery on offer. Those who visited 

the hall rarely left without picking up some 

great bargains!  

Fortunately the weather had cleared in time for 

our performers to take the stage with the bands from Emmaus College doing an outstanding 

job. We were once again fortunate to have Steven Rossitto from Whitefriars College do a set 

of Sinatra numbers for those who were relaxing after a visit to the bar.  

The St Thomasô Tennis and Netball Clubs rallied their members and ran the BBQ and pre-

serves stalls again this year and the broader community got behind us by donating to the 

Springtime Raffle, silent auction and Calendar.   

 There is no doubt that the St. Thomasô spirit cannot be dampened and that our community 

really enjoys getting together. All in all the Springtime Fair was again a great day out for all. 

There are too many people to thank who make the day a success but special thanks to Ja-

mie Oô Shannassy for organising all of the set up and pack up. We are very appreciative of 

the assistance he received from Kevin Prendergast to ensure all of the electrical require-

ments were taken care of. Another special thanks to Pat Mannix who was in charge of con-

trolling the finances for the first time ï he received great advice, support and assistance 

from Peter Watson who has done the job for so many years. We would also like to thank Fr. 

Chris, Mrs Dianne Redford and the school staff for their magnificent involvement in the day. 

There are many parents and parishioners who assist on the day, before the day and for 

some, for many weeks prior to the day ï thanks to you all  

While the poorer weather, more costs on rides etc., and competition from other school fetes 

meant that our financial result ($21,654) was down on last yearôs record result, we have still 

raised significant funds for the benefit of the parish, the school and our charities. What is 

most important is that we have once again brought the St. Thomasô community together to 

enjoy the great friendship and spirit that exists.  

2 years ago the organising committee developed a statement to encapsulate what the Fair is 

aiming to achieve, and Iôm sure all who attended in 2011 will agree that we have again suc-

ceeded: 

A long standing and cherished parish event which continues to unify the community.  

This is achieved by members of the school and parish working together with a common 

goal of important fundraising for school, parish and charity.  The fair generates signifi-

cant positive spirit for all involved.  It is an opportunity to welcome the public, new pa-

rishioners and new school families.  We welcome back past students and continue to 

create a fun day for generations of local families.  

Thanks to all for your generosity in so many ways.  

Peter Ciardulli &  Alison Francis 



ñThe Apostle ò December 2011   Page 10  

 

H ave you ever thought what goes on behind the scenes in producing an edition of The Apostle? The process 

starts with a meeting of the editorial committee, comprising of Fr Chris, Sr. Margaret, John Uren, Fay Uren, 

Jim Uren and editor, Neal Crossan. Material already received is read and edited as required.  Ideas for articles are 

thrown around and explored and decisions made regarding who to contact to ask for material. Decisions regarding 

photos and graphics are also made, as are decisions on the potential layout of the edition. Usually, towards the 

end of this meeting, the skeleton of the next edition is also outlined.  

Once the material has been gathered, John puts it together and Jim adds the photos and other graphics and does 

the final layout. A proof is then emailed to Neal who edits and proofreads the material. After this the material is 

sent for printing to Kevin Larkin and Craig Hoath and 600 copies of the printed publication are produced. From 

there it is sent to the presbytery where Alan Rutzou organizes a group of up to 15 volunteers to fold and collate 

each copy. The copies are then displayed in the narthex of the Church, where parishioners can pick them up.   

Others are sent to the School families via the School 

Each year six editions of the Apostle are produced. As you can see, a number of people are involved in the process 

and it is very much a community effort. The aim with each edition is to provide some theological food for thought, 

along with a snapshot of what is happening within the parish at that particular point in time. So, if you feel that 

you would like to contribute some material for an edition of the Apostle, please do not hesitate to contact a mem-

ber of the editorial committee or the Parish office  

Neal Crossan ðEditor  

The Apostle Team 
The Editorial Committee  

The Folding & Collating Group  
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Archiving St Thomasõ History/Memorabilia 
 

J ust imagine the treasure trove of 

memorabilia that is stored in cup-

boards by St Thomasô parishioners! We 

have stories from the past to more re-

cent times with such groups as Parish 

Councils, St Vincent de Paul to the legen-

dary Mothers Club, Liturgy groups, Fete 

committees etc. and not forgetting the 

schools that have developed on this four 

acre site. In 1978 we had a census which 

noted 88 activities connecting the St 

Thomasô parish community. 

 The reality is that all sorts of con-

nections have been made in and around 

Blackburn over close to 60 years all to do 

with the eventual parish family commu-

nity. With this thought in mind, and fol-

lowing some discussion with Fr. Chris we 

have agreed to gather and attempt to file 

whatever materials parishioners down the years have retained, and might be willing to pass on (as copies) to St 

Thomasô Archives.. 

 Younger parishioners may not be aware of some of the events down the years, and how eager the local com-

munity was to have a Mass celebrated in Blackburn on the way to a parish development. To keep on top of 

ñbreaking newsò the ñBlackburn Catholic Church Newsò (BCCN) was published- we have the first copy from May 

1950. Typed locally and then run off at the Franciscan Monastery Box Hill. 

The first memory bank of parish events is ñThe Apostleò published since October 1956 recording parish life- it has 

had its ups and downs. Nonetheless, when we checked copies in order to secure them in bound volumes we found a 

few missing but following an appeal to parishioners the few missing copies were located.ñThe Apostleò was issued 

almost monthly and makes fascinating reading with its connections from this pioneering group to ourselves today.  

 Mass was celebrated in the two classrooms building as from early 1954 after Fr. Paul Ryan was appointed 

founding Parish Priest. The school continued to expand and the Sisters of Our Lady of Sion followed by Loreto Sis-

ters and Christian Brothers provided educational input. On the way several new parishes were formed, East Don-

caster, South Blackburn and North Blackburn. 

 There may well be a lot of material parishioners have gathered 

over the years and might be willing to share with the parish (noting 

that precious material could be copied.) We already have a copy of a 

school project 1978 from a primary school student and we have also 

received contributions from parishioners of significant events down 

the years. We are grateful for what has been offered so far as the 

material is of great interest and of real historical value. Fay Uren has 

been keeping a record of the progress of St Thomasô Archive Project 

and any comments on any aspect of it would be appreciated. Donôt 

hesitate.  

We have arranged for Ms Robin Scott of Ballarat (archivist with the 

Loreto Sisters) to provide advice. Also, Sister Angela of Our Lady of 

Sion Box Hill, has provided some advice on these matters. 

Susan Collins the Parish Secretary is able to field routine inquiries. 

Tel 9878 0818 

Hugh Mc Caig  
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St. Thomasõ Social Scene- Whatõs On? 
During the year our social activities have continued well with several new faces joining 

in our events.  This is great, as it is one of our ongoing aims is to include and be open to 

all. We look forward to even more people taking advantage of parish friendsô company 

next year. But for now we thank all our co -ordinators for their time and effort and wish 

everyone a safe and happy Christmas season.  

 

Social Bowls - Once again our annual bowls evening in March was very enjoyable despite 

the weather being against us. We had an interesting challenge with a midyear Indoor Bowls 

night as well. 

Next year weôre planning an evening of bowls again for March, so watch for details in the 

new yearôs weekly bulletin. 

Don Peake, 9878 4790  

 

Film Nights -  This year our film nights have been a success with a series of enjoyable films: 

The Kingôs Speech, Red Dog, Jane Eyre and The Cup.  Many people have said that it has 

been an opportunity to see films that they might not have gone to.  Others have mentioned 

how they enjoyed getting to talk to some parishioners that they might not otherwise have 

got to know.  

Next year I will not be coordinating, so if anyone would like to consider taking on this role it 

would be much appreciated. 

Ana Bailey.  

Thank you, Ana for your efforts and we hope our very popular film nights will continue, so if someone has an interest in 

films and a little bit of time, we will have others to support you in organizing nights. Please give Marie a call (9878 

0319) to discuss the possibility.   

 

Trips - Midway through the year we had a very interesting and enjoy-

able visit to the Carmelite Monestery in Kew.  A memorable day. 

In September 37 parishioners took the time for some R & R for a 2 day 

trip to the North -east. It was a lot of fun with some very successful 

gains for some of the Pokies and with the Bingo on the bus. Spirits 

were high despite the weather and we even managed a visit to a re-

gional winery where samples were indulged in as early as 9.30a.m., 

while others took the opportunity to explore the shops at Yarrawonga.  

Altogether a very happy and enjoyable trip with lovely people.  

Next time we hope to have a 3 day trip and would love to hear your 

views please. 

Thank you to Kath Pope for organizing the trip once again.  A job well done.  We wish her 

well in her retirement.  

 Peter & Yvonne Crowe 9877 3360  

Cards Nights -   A friendly game of cards is played on the 1st Thursday of each month 

throughout the year. We always enjoy a chat along with the tea, coffee and biscuits during 

the night.  Games are played in the Parish Hall, starting at 7.30p.m. and finishing around 

10.30p.m. Transport is available if required.  Check our dates in the weekly bulletin.  

We consistently have a group of about twenty players, we would be delighted to welcome 

new players, experienced or beginners. Friendly help is available. 

Don and Pat Peake, 9878 4790  
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Walkers - 

Each Tuesday morning at 8.30a.m.regardless of the weather, starting from the Central Road car park 

of the Blackburn Lake Sanctuary, a small group of walkers start off on a local walk, varying the trail as 

the mood takes us.  We are usually back well within the hour.  Our regulars welcome newcomers and 

occasional walkers when they can join us. 

Joan Morgan, 9877 3472  

 

Spot -   We have had a very pleasant year with our group growing to 9 people 

who enjoy the challenge of sketching or painting some of the wonderful scen-

ery around us. We meet monthly on a Wednesday morning, sometimes out-

doors, or indoors if weather is inclement.  Our end of year painting venue was 

Wattle Park, with some Christmas nibbles to reward our efforts.  

During the year we have also had two very enjoyable full days of painting óen 

plein air,ô  once at Rye/Sorrento area and more recently in theYarra Valley.  

Occasionally, we have attended demonstrations by well-known artists, held at 

the Whitehorse Arts Association on Saturday afternoons.  We note various Art 

Exhibitions as they occur and sometimes go to them together. We look for-

ward to more artistic challenges in 2012.  

Marie Dillon, 9878 0319  

 

*Book Clubs 1& 2 - Once again it has been an enjoyable year for keen readers.  

The variety of books read has been enhanced by having a different member make 

the choice for each month.  The selection of books has been quite diverse and this 

has encouraged us to read genres we might not otherwise have chosen.  Discussion 

has always been lively and entertaining.   

Ursula Waide, (1) 9878 5328 ; Patricia Harrison  (2) 9878 9852  

 

Carersô Coffee Break-  During the year there have been a few opportunities for carers to 

meet over a coffee at The Jacaranda Café to chat, relax and share knowledge of some re-

sources.  We hope thereôll be more chances next year to meet up with people who are caring 

for someone at home or are having to find a placement or respite for someone they love.  

Everyone is welcome.  We will put details in the weekly parish newsletter.  

Sr. Margaret Burchell 9878 0818, Marie Dillon, 9878 0319  

St Vincent de Paul Christmas Hampers 
As Christmas approaches it is a good time to remember those who do without at Christmas. One 

practical way to help is to prepare a hamper of goods for distribution by the St Vincent  de Paul So-

ciety. Ideas for inclusion include 

Plum Pudding or Fruit Cake, Tin of Fruit, Jelly Crystals, Long Life Custard, Tin of Jam, Baked Beans 

or Spaghetti, Sweet Biscuits, Long life or powdered milk, Pkt of 

Sweets, Cordial, Coffee or Tea Bags, Tin of Ham, Soup, Breakfast Ce-

real, Tin of Fish   

For more information contact  

Wal Stephens 9802 6809 or Les Plummer 9877 4890  


